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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 06/03/2006. 

Claims 1-5 are pending in this application. In the Amendment, claim 1 was amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sorensen al. 
("Sorensen", US 5,761,610). 

As per claim 1, Sorensen discloses a device having a user interface and directional 
buttons for controlling a menu shift the device comprising: a recognition module for determining 
if the directional buttons have been pressed and for generating a shift command (figs 1 and 3A; 
col. 3, lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36; menu key allows a user 
to scroll thorough menu items; clear key allows a user to move from one menu page to another); 
a timer module for determining a duration for which directional button is pressed (figs 1 and 3A; 
col. 3, lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36); and a pointer carrier 
for shifting the position of the pointer in response to said shift command wherein said shift 
command directs said pointer carrier to shift said pointer to a next menu item on a page including 
a plurality of menu items if said determined duration is shorter than a preset duration, and said 
shift command directs said pointer carrier to shift said pointer to a next menu page if said 
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determined duration is longer than or equal to said preset time (figs 1 and 3 A; col. 3 5 lines 60-63; 
col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36; the short menu page has more than one 
menu items, see col. 3, lines 19-26; col. 4, lines 40-42);. 

As per claim 2, Sorensen discloses a method for controlling a menu shift in a device 
having directional buttons and a user interface, the method comprising: (a) checking if an event 
has been generated, and determining the kind of the generated event (figs 1, 3 A, and 5; col. 3, 
lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36); (b) operating a timer, and 
returning to step (a) if the generated event is a push of a directional button (figs 1, 3 A, and 5; col. 
3, lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36); (c) shifting a pointer 
currently pointing to a predetermined menu on a screen to a corresponding menu on a next page, 
if the generated event is a timer interrupt, that signals lapse of a predetermined time, and 
returning to step (a) (figs 1, 3A, and 5; col. 3, lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; 
col. 5, lines 21-36); and (d) ceasing operation of the timer if the generated event is a release of 
the directional button, checking whether or not the timer interrupt had been previously generated, 
and returning to step (a) if the timer interrupt has been generated and returning to step (a) after 
shifting the pointer to a next menu if the timer interrupt has not been generated (figs 1, 3 A, and 
5; col. 3, lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36). 

As per claim 3, Sorensen discloses the method further comprising the step of returning to 
step (a) if the generated event is not a release of the directional button (figs 1, 3A, and 5; col. 3, 
lines 60-63; col. 4, lines 40-42 and lines 50-62; col. 5, lines 21-36). 

Claim 4 is similar in scope to claim 2 and therefore is rejected under similar rationale. 
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Claim 5 is similar in scope to claim 4 and therefore is rejected under similar rationale. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicants' arguments in the Amendment have been fully considered but are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's primary argument is that Sorensen does not teach "wherein said shift 
command directs said pointer carrier to shift said pointer to a next menu item on a page including 
a plurality of menu items if said determined duration is shorter than a preset duration, and said 
shift command directs said pointer carrier to shift said pointer to a next menu page if said 
determined duration is longer than or equal to said preset time". The examiner does not agree 
because in Sorensen, there are only 2 options for the menu key. One is the menu key is held for a 
time period that is shorter than time period Tl, and the other is the menu key is held for a time 
period that is greater than time period Tl . When the menu key is held for a time period that is 
greater than Tl , the controller goes to the extended menu (col. 3, lines 57-63). However, the 
extended menu is skipped when the menu key is activated (col. 4, lines 40-42). This leads 
examiner to believe that menu key is activated only when the menu key is held for a time period 
less than Tl. Furthermore, Sorensen teaches scrolling to the next menu item when the menu key 
is activated (col. 4, lines 40-42). Therefore, the menu key is activated for a time period shorter 
than Tl, it scrolls to the next menu item in the short menu. Accordingly, Sorensen read on the 
claim language of "wherein said shift command directs said pointer carrier to shift said pointer 
to a next menu item on a page including a plurality of menu items if said determined duration is 
shorter than a preset duration, and said shift command directs said pointer carrier to shift said 
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pointer to a next menu page if said determined duration is longer than or equal to said preset 
time". 

In addition, the applicant points out that Sorensen does not teach "checking whether or 
not the timer interrupt had been previously generated". 

The examiner does not agree for the following reasons: 

During patent examination, the pending claims must be "given >their< broadest 
reasonable interpretation consistent with the specification." > In re Hyatt, 21 1 F.3d 1367, 1372, 
54 USPQ2d 1664, 1667 (Fed. Cir. 2000). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Applicant always has the opportunity to amend the claims during prosecution, and broad 
interpretation by the examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be 
interpreted more broadly than is justified. In re Prater, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ 541, 
550-51 (CCPA 1969). 

In this case, the system of Sorensen must determine whether a key has been released 
within a period of time in order to determine the time threshold has been reached. A timer is 
generated when the key is pressed and held in position, and the timer is interrupted when the key 
is released (col. 3, lines 52-62). Accordingly, Sorensen reads on the claim language of 
"checking whether or not the timer interrupt had been previously generated". 
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Inquiries 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh T. Vu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4073. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur and every other Fri 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



T. Vu 




